JACK WITHERS
A sacrilegious Villain who murdered a Footman and was
executed on the i6th of Afril> 1703
JACK WITHERS was the son of a butcher, born at
Lichfield, in Staffordshire, where he served an apprentice-
ship with his own father, Want of business when he was
out of his time made him come up to London, and his evil
genius, when he was there, soon threw him into the way of
destruction, for he engaged himself with a society of thieves,
by a conversation he got into, from whence he was sent
into Flanders for a soldier, as was then the custom of dealing
with offenders who were not judged worthy of death.
While he was abroad he could very indifferently brook
the being obliged to live on a foot soldier's pay, which bore
no proportion to his late expenses. This put him on a great
many shifts, and made him take all opportunities of making
up the deficiency of his income.
Going into a church in Ghent, where the people were all
at High Mass, and seeing most of them cast money into a
box that stood under an image of the Virgin Mary, it made
his fingers itch for the coin; so, watching for a fair oppor-
tunity, with a crooked nail he picked the lock, and crammed
as much of the treasure as he could into his pockets. But
doing it over-hastily, and dropping some of the pieces, they
made such a jingling on the marble pavement that, as ill luck
would have it, he was discovered, seized, and dragged before
a great cardinal then in that town.
This arch-priest, examining the witnesses as to the fact,
and finding it plain, exclaimed prodigiously against Withers,
by the titles of rogue, rascal and sacrilegious villain; and
was just going to condemn him to a severe punishment
when Jack, falling on his knees, with uplifted hands and
tears in his eyes, begged his Eminence to hear him. This,
after much storming, was granted, and silence being made,
Jack, in a piteous tone, told him that he was a vile, wicked
wretch, bred up a Protestant and a heretic, and being in
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